To The Honorable Claudia Laycock,

 

 

Please imagine the wonderful feeling a mother has as she is rocking a child while singing the child a lullaby... Now imagine that same scene with the mother rocking the child and singing a lullaby while life support devices are disconnected as the sweet innocent child dies in the cradling arms of the grieving mother who continues the final farewell lullaby in heartbroken sobs to her precious, now lifeless seven year old daughter.

 

I was present and witnessed this scene unfold before my eyes. The mother being my sister Sharane and the daughter being my beautiful niece, Karlee. The pain and loss endured by all who knew and loved sweet little Karlee cannot possibly be described in words. 

 

An adult who willfully chose to violate numerous laws of the land designed to protect life stole Karlee’s childhood life. Mr. Miller will soon be standing before you for the purpose of sentencing for his crimes, which resulted in Karlee's death. He has not served a single moment of jail time nor has he paid a penny of restitution to this date.

 

Mr. Miller took multiple illegal drugs before recklessly driving his large highboy pickup truck upon busy Utah County Highways while under the influence. He blew through a red light striking the mini van, which Karlee was riding in while she was trick or treating with her family and friends. 

 

Karlee was critically injured in the impact. The immense suffering and emotional pains, endured by Karlee and her parents and family and friends as Karlee clung valiantly to a life that she did not want to surrender, are beyond words or imagination.

 

After Karlee died the pain has endured. Justice has seemed slow and elusive to the ones that love Karlee. In some ways the system designed to provide justice to victims has actually failed and re-victimized Karlee and the people that love her most. A plea bargain designed by a high dollar defense attorney was finalized against the wishes of Karlee's family. We as a family desired to take this case to court where Karlee's story could have been heard openly. The facts of this case solidly supported much stronger charges than what were ultimately plead to by the offender. Strong witnesses who were prepared to testify for Karlee's case will never be heard. One of these witnesses stifled by the plea bargain was an off duty highway patrol officer that observed the reckless driving pattern of Mr. Miller and observed Miller run the red light at the time of the fatal crash. 

 

Karlee's story has captured the hearts and minds of thousands of Utah County Citizens. I am but one of many persons victimized by Mr. Miller's selfish, careless and brutal actions. I have served the citizens of Utah County as a Law Enforcement Officer for the past eighteen years. I believe I know what justice is. It has not yet been properly administered in Karlee's case. The application of the toughest possible sentence left in these already sadly diluted charges should result for any sense of fairness and justice to be felt by the many who feel Karlee's life was valuable. 

 

Karlee and her family and friends desire that the maximum sentence possible be handed down to provide some comfort and closure while attempting to satisfy the demands of justice. 

 

Mr. Miller needs a maximum sentence to allow him to take some responsibility for taking Karlee's life through his actions. He will not learn or change for the better in any other way. 

 

The Citizens of Utah County as well as victims and potential victims everywhere deserve the institution of the maximum sentence in Karlee's case for future public safety and renewed confidence that our criminal justice system serves and protects. 

 

I love Karlee very much. I miss her every day. I will do what I can to provide continued strength and support to all who will forever miss her and cherish her sweet memories. 

 

We now place our trust in you as the administrator of justice in Karlee's case. I know that you have the experience and wisdom to sentence with JUST confidence in this case. 

 

Thank you for your hard work and dedication to serve Justice.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard L. Healey 

