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November 30, 2005

Dear Judge Laycock,


My niece, Karlee Haymond, died as a result of injuries sustained in a car wreck two years ago.  You have heard and read, I am sure, the many expressions of pain and devastation at the loss of that special little girl.  She loved life, and we all loved her.  I, of course, cannot be objective about the penalty that should be imposed upon Mr. Miller for his actions, just as those  who might speak on his behalf likewise cannot.  And I don’t envy your task, your honor.  But I would like to offer a perspective that I have formed observing thousands of criminal sentencings during my fifteen-year tenure as a federal law clerk. 


Those who claim to take full responsibility for their actions are often only paying lip service to that principle.  The truly responsible would display more of a willingness to accept the full consequences of their actions, and allow the judge to alleviate those consequences as he or she sees fit, rather than argue for leniency, rationalize conduct, express judgment-day remorse, and make lofty promises, in hopes of avoiding the full measure of the law.  During the sentencing process, your honor, I hope that you will be able to sense which type of individual Mr. Miller really is.   








Sincerely,








Troy Healey








Las Vegas, Nevada 89135

